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Turkey has undergone substantial social, economic, and political transformations over the last decades. Political 
reforms have reshuffled power relations between institutions, actors, and elites; economic development has 
benefited broad segments of society across the country; and, until recently, Turkey convincingly presented itself as 
a key actor in the region.  

Yet, authoritarianism, corruption, and growing societal polarization recall some of the darker moments in the 
country’s troubled history. At the same time, these developments have sparked a social countermovement which 
cuts across ideological, social, religious, and cultural divisions. The movement, which became most visible during 
the Gezi protests, illustrated the capacities of a pluralistic civil society and offered a snapshot of the potentialities of 
inclusive forms of social organizations in Turkey. 

Recent political developments have raised the question to what extent the last decades have witnessed a real 
transformation of the power structures that shape Turkish society. Has the country’s political culture moved 
beyond modes of hierarchical engagement between the state and its citizens? Are we witnessing the rise of new 
forms of state action or a return to 20th century authoritarianism? In this context, the transformative impact and 
lasting power of the Gezi movement must be critically assessed. 

The international conference "Contemporary Turkey at a Glance II - Turkey Transformed? Power, History and 
Culture" will take place on October 18 & 19, 2014 at Istanbul Bilgi University, Santral Campus. It will provide a 
platform for a critical and interdisciplinary debate on a changing Turkey. The event will bring together some of the 
most important institutions, organizations, and scholars from Europe and Turkey committed to the study of 
modern Turkey. 
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International Conference 
Contemporary Turkey at a Glance II - Turkey Transformed? Power, History, Culture 
 
Conference 
The two-day conference will provide an opportunity for young scholars focusing on issues 
related to Turkey to present their papers to some of the most renowned academics and 
institutions in the field. Scholars will have the chance to position themselves in the international 
research community and to debate related topics and research questions in an interdisciplinary 
environment. Presenters at the conference will partly be reimbursed for their travel and 
accommodation expenses. The amount of the reimbursement depends on the final number of 
presenters traveling from abroad and will be communicated after the conference’s program has 
been finalized.  

We invite scholars to submit papers that discuss key issues related to contemporary Turkey. The 
papers will be presented as part of eight panels, covering the most relevant academic disciplines 
in the field, including Political Science, Sociology, History, Cultural Studies, Anthropology, Legal 
Studies, and Economics. 

The panels will be chaired by renowned scholars in the field of contemporary Turkish Studies. 
Keynote speeches by some of the most innovative and prestigious international experts on 
Turkey will further frame the program.  
 
Publication 
The papers that are accepted will not only be presented during the conference, but may also be 
published in Contemporary Turkey at a Glance II - Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the 
Transformation of Power, History, and Culture in Turkey, depending on both the applicants’ 
wishes, as indicated in the applications form, and the editors’ choices. The volume will be edited 
by Esra Özyürek and Meltem Ersoy. Summarizing the outcome of the event, the publication will 
comprise a snapshot of the current state of contemporary research on Turkey from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.  
 
Application & Abstract 
With this call, we invite young scholars conducting cutting edge research on Turkey to submit 
abstracts of their papers. In this regard, as the organizers of the conference, we encourage all 
submissions addressing recent key issues in the field including, but not limited to, the following 
subtopics: 

Panel I 
Session I: Turkey and its Neighbors  
Chair: Senem Aydın Düzgit (Istanbul Bilgi University) 

 Turkish foreign policy after the Arab Spring 

 Turkey and energy security  

 Turkey and the EU: Drifting further apart? 
 

Session II: Democratization and Institutional Reform  
Chair: Fuat Keyman (Istanbul Policy Center at Sabanci University) 

 Establishing an effective and democratic system of checks and balances 

 The role of societal actors in democratization and institutional reform 

 Turkey’s political, cultural and economic transformation - Challenges and prospects for 
democratization 

 
 
 



Panel II 
Session I: Public Space and Contestation  
Chair: Ayfer Bartu Candan (Boğaziçi University) 

 The role of social class, gender, and ethnicity in shaping public space and the 
contestations over public space 

 Social, cultural, and political implications of the ongoing contestations over public space 
in Turkey in terms of citizenship and democracy 

 How can we attempt to theorize the contemporary political struggles over public space 
in Turkey? 

 

Session II: Diasporas and Transnationalism  
Chair: Ayhan Kaya (Istanbul Bilgi University) 

 Anthropology, Sociology, and Politics of transnational space 

 Cultural, social, and political mobilization in diaspora 

 Transnational communities' impact on the homeland 
 

Panel III 
Session I: Historical Perspectives  
Chair: Suraiya Faroqhi (Istanbul Bilgi University) 

 Ottoman-European exchanges 

 The transition from empire to nation state 

 From subject to citizen. Where does the story begin? 
 

Session II: Political Economy 
Chair: Çağlar Keyder (Bogaziçi University) 

 The comparative assessment or new research on the employment prospects of the large 
number of university graduates in Turkey, which is of immediate importance in terms of 
the modernization of the economy, as well as from the point of view of class formation 
and political stability 

 The relative weights of diverse components of demand for the housing sector in Turkey; 
as in new household formation, quality upgrading, middle-class aspirations, as well as 
social and economic background of buyers 

 The recent performance of the so-called Anatolian tigers, the impact of the slowing 
down of globalization, the institutionalization of the family firms, if they were able to 
maintain their technological and employment advantages, and their future prospects 

 

Panel IV 
Session I: Identities and Transgressions: Religion, Ethnicity, Sexuality 
Chair: Esra Özyürek (London School of Economics) 

 Histories and contemporary accounts of identities in the making and transforming 

 Individual and communal acts of transgressing established categories 

 Political and cultural consequences of spiritual and sexual engagements 
 

Session II: Rule of Law 
Chair: Kerem Altıparmak (Ankara University) 

 How would the legal amendments made after the Gezi events and 17 December affect 
the rule of law in Turkey?  

 Has there been a real change in Turkey in the last decade as far as rule of law, human 
rights and democracy is concerned? 

 Do EU, CoE (including the European Court of Human Rights) institutions still have the 
capacity to make a serious impact on Turkish democracy and rule of law? 



Applications must be submitted in the form of a single PDF document and must contain the 
following documents written in English (incomplete applications will not be considered): 

1. An abstract of the research paper 
2. A completed application form 
3. An up-to-date CV 

 

Abstract 
Abstracts must include:  

 A detailed description of the state of research or similar projects in the field 

 A specification of the theoretical approach and methodical design involved 

 A summary of the key findings of the paper 

 A bibliography of the most relevant academic literature 
 

Abstracts should not exceed 1,000 words (2 cm margin, 1.5 cell spacing, 12 pt. Times New 
Roman). 
 

Application form 
Please find the application form attached below or download it from: http://network-
turkey.org/event/contemporary-turkey-at-a-glance-ii-turkey-transformed-power-history-
culture/ 
 

CV 
A CV of max. 2 pages and an additional list of publications. 
 

The deadline for applications is June 30, 2014. Please send your application and any questions 
you may have by email to the Conference Coordinator, Meltem Ersoy (see below for contact 
details). All applicants will receive a notice of receipt by email. Submitted papers will go through 
a rigorous review process conducted by the chairs of the panels and the editors of the volume. 
Notice of acceptance will be communicated by July 31, 2014. 
 

Full papers: 
Papers must include: 

 A cover page indicating the title, author’s name and degree, and contact information 

 A short abstract of max. 250 words, preceding the paper 

 A separate list of references (max. 1 page) 

 Papers should not exceed 5,500 words (2 cm margin, 1.5 cell spacing, 12 pt. Times New 
Roman) 

Please note that the final acceptance of papers can only be guaranteed after the submission of 
the full papers, which must be completed by the deadline. 
 

Invitations for Participants 
The organizers invite all researchers with an interest in contemporary Turkey to participate in 
the conference. Participants will be provided with the opportunity to get in touch with the latest 
knowledge in the area of Turkish Studies and to exchange ideas with renowned experts from 
different scientific fields in a truly interdisciplinary environment. Institutions, organizations, 
journals and other actors engaged with Turkish Studies are invited to set up stands at the 
entrance to the event and to exhibit their work and publications. The deadline for registration as 
a participant is September 30, 2014.  
 

Please send your registration, application and/or questions to:  
Meltem Ersoy, Conference Coordinator (Email: meltemersoy@sabanciuniv.edu) 
For further details, please visit: http://network-turkey.org/event/contemporary-turkey-at-a-
glance-ii-turkey-transformed-power-history-culture/ 
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